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Thinking about Old Japaneses Mines as Industrial Monument
and Artificial Cave
Atsushi FUJIURA
ABSTRACT

The metal and human are in an inseparable relation. It becomes the necessity and indispensable to daily life and wealth
and hunt and festa after the human race invents the bronze ware several thousand years ago, and it comes to use ironware at
the present age. However, neither the mineral that invents the metal nor the producing mine are unexpectedly known. In this
text, a modern meaning of the mine as an artificial cave is considered as industrial posthumous works hitting the focus to the
metallic mine in Japan, and introducing the mineral.

First, it introduces the metallic articles left by the departed seen in ruins, and secondarily the secret story around
construction of great image of buddha of Todaiji Temple in Nara. Thirdly, it takes a general view of the metal and the
Japanese who puts it from the civil wars to the Edo period. And, it wants to discuss the importance of the metal and the
environmental load, etc., to see the modern mine development after the Meiji era and the rise and fall, and to tie to modern

value, the current state of use, and the proposal in the last chapter.
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