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A Study of Environmental Insurance Based on the Questionnaire Survey Conducted
by Dr. Kinzo Kuwana
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ABSTRACT

In this paper, I aim to discuss the reality of the Japanese environmental insurance market in specific detail, in reference to
the paper “Analysis of the Present Japanese Environmental Market,” authored by Dr. Kinzo Kuwana (Research on Non-Life
Insurance, Vol. 68, No.2).

As indicated by Dr. Kuwana, research on the environmental insurance conventionally employs a legal approach, in most
cases. As well, surveys conducted in the past on the environmental measures of non-life insurance companies focus mainly on
their ISO 14001 status and their relationships with environmental NPOs, and do not address issues concerning
environmental insurance in depth. In his analysis of this fact, Dr. Kuwana suspects that these surveys were conducted by
people outside the non-life insurance industry, who did not have a “correct understanding of the issues to be addressed” and
thus failed to set appropriate questions necessary for in-depth study of environmental insurance (ibid. p.87). For this reason,
Dr. Kuwana, with his 16 years in the insurance industry behind him, conducted a “detailed questionnaire survey on insurance
technologies” (ibid. p.87) for major companies offering non-life insurance services in Japan, and attempted to analyze the
survey findings himself. While this is a supply-side analysis, or an analysis exclusively from the viewpoint of insurance
companies, namely, suppliers of environmental insurance, the argument presented in this paper contributes to deepening our

understanding of the reality of environmental insurance in Japan. Thus, it deserves close attention.
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